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Wherein is demonftrated the extreme wickednefs 
of tolerating the Slave Trade^ in order to favour 
die illegalities of our Colonies, where the Tw^ 
Firji Foundations of Englijh Law^ (Two Wit- 
nefles of God) are fupplanted by oppofite (and 
of courfe illegal) ordinances, which occaflons a 
Civil Death of the Englijh Conjtitution^ fo that 
thefe T^wo Witneffes may be faid to lie dead in 
all the Weft India Iflands ! 



LONDONt 



t«lsiTi#BV jAMKf Phillies, oioroi VAaP, IOU9AMP 

IT&S«T« |llffD€€.K«IIZ* 



EXTRACT 



or A 



LETTER, &c. 



A 



Remark^ which I made many years ago, 

refpeding the ittegality of taking up Slaves that had 
ifcaped from their maflersj had been ufeful (I was 
mformed) to fome friends of humanity in America^ 
in their endeavours to proted thofe poor opprefled 
people. I cannot now find a copy of that paper, 
but the argument was chiefly built on a reference 
to a text in Deut* ch« xxiii* v. 15, i6.-— *^ Thou 
*' Jhalt not deliver unto his mafter the fervant which 
** is efcaped frmei his mafter unto thee: He Jhall 
^^ dwell with thee^ even among youy in the place 
^^ WHICH HB SHALL CH00S£** (manifeftly as 
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^ freeman) ^ in one ef thy cates where XT 
" LiKETH HIM BEST I thou JhaU not opprefs him.'* 
This, I obferved, was no part of the abrogated 
ceremonial law of the Jews; but, manifeftly, a 
moral law^ becaufe tlie reafon of it ftill remains: fo 
that it muft be of indifpenfible obligation as long 
as the hateful opprejftons of Slave-holders afford us 
any occafions of exerciling this duty to God of pro^ 
ieSiing the Slaves that efiap^ from their majlers^ and 
confequently I aflerted that any colonial law^ which 
oppofes this ordinance of Gody by ordering the 
arrefting and delivering up runaway Slaves, or 
which, in any way^ teads to clqprive them of due 
kgal proteftion, is, of courfe, to be deemed a 
corruption^ null and void in itfelf, as being contrary 
to the fecond foundation of Englifli law. This 
neceffary confequence I urged from a well known 
maxim of the En^rfli J»w refpefting Statutes^ 
(z&s of Affembly, or a£ls of Parliament) '' nee 
" contra rationem, nee contra legem divinam'* 
^^(ftatuta) exijiunt". (Dod. etStud. c.io. p. 35. b.) 
•—That " Statutes exi/i not againft reason, nor 
*< agwBft the lyrviirt law,*' and that ** an imjufi 
« law is NOT LAW."*^*^ Le« injujla non ^Jl lex.^ 
Prin. Leg. ct JEquft.) And again, that ^ihefe 
« two lasjjs^^ (viz. the Law ©f Reafon, and the 
LawDrvrne) -^^ canntU abaU^ or turn ajide*' — ^^ Hk 
^ duae Leges decHnari Jien pofrunt.*^^ Do£L et 
Stud. c. 17. {). 52. 

But I have fmce had ocoafifm to regard thefe 
two fundamental laws of the EngHfh conftitution, 
fwith ftill more awful attention ; and therefore I 
muft farther remark, that the (irft foundation, the 
iaw of REASON, (as including all tb« Aizc>x of na-^ 
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turiy Jufticij and natural right) is ccrtalnlj- to te 
deemed the law ofGod^ as well* as the fecond foufi" 
datlon (the divine precepts in the Holy Scriptures), 
becaufe the former is defined by high legal author 
rity, to be ** the law written upon the heart of many*' 
(and of courie is the lavr of nature) which eannot 
** therefore he obliterated^^ nor changed by time or 
** place^ but ou^ht every wbere^ and among cU merfy 
** to he maintained^ becaufe the laws of nature 
" ARE iMMUTABtE'*-^** Lt» rotiows in cordi 
" fcrtbitur^ ideo deleri non poteft, nee etiamr recipft 
" mutationem ex loco nee tempore, fed ubique> rt 
** inter omnes homines fervari debet. NamJuRA 

" NATURALIA IMMUTABILIA SUNT. Et ratiO 

** immutatioiiis efl quod recipiunt naturam rei pro 
** fundamento, quae femper cadem ett et ubiquc.** 
(Doft* et Stud. c. 2. p. 5.) This amply demon'- 
ilrates the propriety of declarfng the law of Reafoh 
to be the firj} foundation of KngHfli law ; as being 
" the law of God^ written'* (as it were) " on the 
*^ heart of man"-^t is that ** knowledge of good 
" and evil in man,'* which may fairly be deeme^jj 
a participation of ** the Divine IVifdom^* or of 
Chrift himfelf, that ^-^ true lieht^ which lighteth 
*• every man that cometh into the world,'* (John i. 
9.) and of courfe renders every man obnoxious, 
through the knowledge of right and law^ to the 
divine vengeance for difobedience ! Our firfl- pa- 
rents wilfully afliimed this knowledge, contrary to 
an exprefs command of their Creator, (being de- 
luded by the fplritual enemy) and thereby entailed 
death and condemnation on all their poftericy, lajn'ng 
them under an abfolute ncceffity to obtain redemp- 
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iian by a ftitl farther participation of the famo 
« Divine mjdom^' or '* tFord of God.'' 

There is alfo another legal term or title, for 
this Jirft foundation of law ; viz. ** the eternal 
^^ ktw^* which in our books is properly defined to 
mean exadly the £ime audiority as ^ the law of 
*' reafon^^ i, e. the fupreme reafon of divine 
•' WISDOM, by which God wills that all things 
** created by him^ be moved and dire^ed to a good 
*' and proper ^»rf.— Lex jeterna nihil aliud eft 
^^ quam ipfa summa ratio gubernationis 
** RERUM IN nvLQyfrue ilia fumma ratio divinjb 
** SAPIENTIJE, qua vult deus omnia a fe conditd 
*' moveriy et dirigi ad bonum et debitum finem^^ &c. 
(Doft. et Stud. c. I. p. 2.) — and again, ^ The 
^ LAW ETERNAL, under another defcription^ is 
** called a perpetual and conftant will to give t9 
** every one his right. Lex Mterna fub alia def^ 
** criptione dicitur perpetua et conftans VOLUNTAS 

.*' JUS SUUM UNICUIQUE TRIBUENS." (ibid.) 

llere then we find an immoveable foundation of 
ju/iicey of rights of the rights ofman^ of rig hteouf 
nifs^ of the law of nature^ &c. for all thefe terms 
are parallel, or of the fame import ; and are ne- 
ceflarily included in the law of reafon or eternal 
lawy which is properly called ^^ the jirji law ^^ 
« Lex etiamJErEKSA dicitur lex prima, etbene 
*' dicitur prima i nam fuit ante omnes alias leges : 
*' et omnes alia leges dirivantur ab ea :— ThcLAW 
^ ETERNAL is called the first law, and well is 
*^ it called the firji^ for it was before all other laws ; 
** and all other laws are derived from it," In this 
folcmn view of the fr/I foundation of Englijh lawy 
it mufl evidently be deemed '* a witnefs if God,** 
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as. well as the fecond foundationj the Written word 
cf God in the Holy Scriptures ; and both foundations 
may well be exprefled together by the more com- 
pendious terms of ** natural and revealed religion.^* 
In no inftance whatever are theje two witnesses 
OF God more obvioufly andf undeniably refifted 
than in the toleration of flavery and the Slave Trade^ 
becaufe thefe oppremons are iniquities which 
militate againft both the foundations^ and therefore 
the prefent public qu6ftion> whether the Slavo 
Trade ought or ought not to be aboUfiedj may 
fairly be deemed an infallible touch^jione to dif-« 
cover the treachery of pretended loyalifls ; for no 
man can be truly loyal to God and his country^ 
who is fo totally devoid oifir/i principles^ as to 
favour flavery ! Let thofe who have ignorantly 
done fo, recover their credit by redoubled endea- 
vours to reftore the honour and conftitutFonal hw 
of their country, which has been wounded by their 
treacherous negleft of the foundations of law^ 
whereby they will otherwife incur that indelibU 
ftain of infamyy which our common LAW defervedly 
fixes on all pcrfons who betray the law of the land^ 
*' Legem terra amittentes perpetuam infamia notam 
^^ inde merito incurrunt,^^ (3 Inft» p. 2ai)» But 
mark the authorities of our common law to this 
purpofe — " Liberty^'' is declared by the maxims of 
x\\t firfl foundation^ to be ^ inejiimable*^'-^^^ Libert as 
^ ell res ineftimabilii'' (Jenk. Cent. 52.) and «£/• 
" berty is the greateft jeweU^ (Grounds & Rudim. 
of Law and Equity, p. 196.) and therefore ^cruel 
** of ncceffity muft that law be deemed, which aug» 
** menteth flavery^ and dimlnijheth //i/r/y'*— fays 
the excellent and worthy Chancellor fortefcue^ 
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#Ih> in rery dark times of preva^iling h/lial ptparet^ 
nobly afierted the fupreme immutable authorhy of 
God*s tu)9 nvitneffisy as mantfefied in the iirft prin« 
ciples of our Englifh common law, or Ic^al con* 
ftitution. " For in behalf of liberty** (lays he), 
** human nature always implores" (or folicrts fa* 
vour), " becauje Slavery is introduced by man^ and 
^^ for vice \ but liberty is implanted by G0D9 
•* in the viry nature of man : wherefore when 
•' ftolen by man, it always earneftly longs to re- 
** turn, as docs every thing which is deprived of 
•** natural liberty ; for which reafon the man who 
•*' does not favour liberty is to be adjudged iMPlouft 
*^ and CRUEL. The laws of England acknowledge 
^' ing thefe" (principles,) *^ give favour to libertf 
^* in every cafeJ^'^ — A part of this fentencc is cited 
by Lord Coke, as a maxim of our common law^-^^ 
*' Impius et crudcUs^ Judicandus eft qui libertatt 
" nori favet." (Co. Lit. 124.) — viz. •* Impious 
^' and cruel is the man to be adjudged^ who does noi 
^^ favour liberty." The oppofile condition, there* 
fore, to liberty, viz. flavery^ is properly declared by 
ore of our oldeft thglifh authorities in law, Fleta^ 
to be " contrary to nature*\" (Fleta, 2d edit. p» i») 

* ^ Crudelis etiam neceflario judicabitur lex, qux fervitutertt 
angmentat, ci minuit libertatem. Nam pro ea natura fcraper im- 
plorat humana. Quia ab homlne et pro vitio^ introdu^ia eft fervi* 
tus* Sed libertas a Deo hominis eft indita uaturx. Quare ipfa ab 
liomine fublata femper redirc glifcic^ ut facit omne, quod liberla- 
te naturslli piivatur. Q^io impius et crcdel is judicandus eft 
^ui libertati noil favel. H»c confiderantia Anglix Jura in onini 
cafu libertati dant favorenn (Chan. Fort, de laudibus Legum Ang* 
Jiae, c. 42. p. loi,.** 

•f ** Elt qaidrm Scrvltus Liberuttl contrariunn ; item Conftitutio 
quxdam de jure Gentium, qua quis Domino" (or rather " Domi» 
nio'*^ *« alieno contra » ai u&ah fubjicUujr/' &€. (Fleta,. 2d ed. 
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irtricb eftptef&M of Ffoca is ttMy a maxim oTdie 
£Ml or Romstn law (See Inft. Ltb. i. tit. 3. 
leg. i.)^ and though Aidk appeals in the Roman 
code to the foundations oflaw^ could not reftraiitthd 
hellulna potejias Of Roman tyranny in any of the Itti 
kingdoms of the beaft, as clearly foretold' irt the 
fcriptures, nor prevent improper ndditions to the 
code under the name of law \ yet furely the friends 
ctf Liberty may be thankful to the JufHiiian code 
fdf the authority of \t% teftifflofiy ag^lnft Jlavery: 
for when the two firjt foundations of law fhall 
hereafter be reftored, through God's mercy, to theif 
due power and effect,— when thefe '* two ijuitnejfe$ 
** of God jhall ftand upon their feet^ and afcend int$ 
*' Heaven^^ (i. e. be eftablifhed above all human 
iauth^rity^ and be acknowledged as the irrefiftable 
will of God^ which muft " be done on EarTH 
" AS IT IS IN Heavens)" then fhall our deluded 
Statefmeii, Lawyer^, Commercial Pditicians, and 
planters, be compelled to underftand that a more for* 
cible ejtpreffion of illegality and iniquity cOulJ not 
have been ufed than that by which slavery is 
defined in the Roman code, as well as by our 
Englifh Fleta,— i. e. that it is "contra natu- 
"ram," "against nature 5" for confequent-* 
ly it muft be utterly illegal', a crime which by the 
Jirft foundation of Englijh law^, is juftly deemed 
both impious and cruel, and which in the 
ftrong figurative language of God's prophets, under 
the fecond foundation of our law, is compared to the 
guilt of cannahalijm^ or eating human fejh^ as I 
have fhewn in my remonftrance to the Citizens 
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of Londiiii)* and therefore thefe unnatural crinUf 
of Slavery^ and the Slave-^Tradey muO: neceflarily 
be deemed, like all other unnatural crimesj deteft- 
able, abominable, and damnable, both to the fouls 
and bodies of aH that willfully promote them ! The 
feverity of thefe expref&ons cannot be reftrained 
without injuftu:e to the high authorities on which 
this argument is founded. 

It 

• Viz. * That there are alfo many other odious 
means of promoting human deftruifiony to which 
the guile of Man-eating is equally imputable in the 
Scripture fenfe of that horrible depravity, which 
the facred Writers manifeftly attributed to the 
opprej/irs of the poory the orphan^ and the Jiranger i 
to him that " ufed his neighbour^ s fervice without 
*^ wages, and gave him not /or his work ;" to thofe 
that '* oppreffed the ftr anger wrongfully j" and to 
thofe, perhaps more particularly, who prefumed to 
make *' private property" of the poor and the 
ftranger, by iniquitous ordinances, contrary to the 
foundations of law \ depriving then^of ^^ judgment,'* 
I mean thzX. proterlion of the laws, which is empha- 
tically deemed " the judgment of God," and which 
all /^f^/ Kings and their Judges are ftill bound by 
their oaths to maintain, viz. ^^ judgment," (or 
" due procefs of the law,") " without refpeif of 
^^ perfons" For where this ^'^ judgment of God" 
is even only negle^ed, there can be no legal govern^ 
ment ; but if the negle^ of it be aftually ordained 
by ^^ unrighteous decrees " pretending to give men a 
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It would be an awful inquiry to trace the time 
when the Englifli Nation was rendered obnoxious 
by Slavery^ to the application of thefe horrible 
epithets, impiousy cruel, &c. And it is wonderful 
how the unnatural crime could fo lone be over- 
looked, until ufage and cuftom had eitablifhed in 
all the Britifli Colonies, as a rights this enormous 
wrong i to the perverfion of all legal terms. We 

cannot 

right to do wrongs and to ** eftablijh iniquity by a law^^ 
the prefumption muft be heinous in the fight of the 
King of Righteoufnefs ; for in no other fenfe were 
the perfons whom the Prophets charged with 
*' eating up the people ^^^ { ^^ jiaying their Jkin from 
** off them^'* and ** chopping them in pieces^ as for 
^^wepoty* &c.) ever guilty oi Man-eating, And 
therefore this unnatural crime is furely ftill equally 
imputable to the authors and promoters of the like 
oppreffions in the prefent times, who literally ^^Jlay 
*' off the fiiin from off'* their poor unrewarded 
labourers with Cow-Jkin whipSy and cruelly ** exaSf 
^* all their labours /" Even to be filent when the 
fuppreflion of fuch enormities was fairly brought to 
a national queftion^ after the cleareft proofs of their 
exiftence, muft be highly criminal I And it would 
be uncharitable in me as a Citizen^ if I negledied 
this fair opportunity of a public charity to warn my 
fellow citizens^ who have withheld their iejiimony of 
abhorrence on this occafion, how far this horrible 
guilt of Man-eating is really imputable/ The 
illegal tyrannies by which this guilt is moft ob- 
vioufly incurred are, indeed, at a diftance from 
your fight,* &c. 
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cannot conceive that the admiflion of SWery Jnto 
the Colonies has been intentional on the part df 
government at home, but merely through want 
of a fixt attention to the two firft principles of 
law and religion. But the fvvorn Judges of the 
Colonial Courts (when the oppreflion firft began,) 
were without excufe for permitting the evil of 
Slavery to take root without warning their Royal 
Matters of the illegality^ knowing that the confti- 
tutfonal law of the kingdom, is " to deny jujiice to 
*' no man** without exception, [^^nulli ne'^abimrn aiH 
•* differemm juftitiam\*^ Magna Charta.) and know- 
ing that they themfelves are fworn " to do juftice 
^^ and judgment without reJpcF.i of perfons^* — and 
alfo that under a legal Engfifli Government, there 
can be but one law for all defcriptions of perfons, 
according to two excellent maxims of the firft 
foundation;* and confequently that without na^ 
iional reprobacy^ there could be no fuch perfonal 
diftinflions in law as Slavi-holder and Slave, 
fo that they muft be bound in dutv to their King 
and Country, to prevent in the King's name any 
fuch oppreflion as Slaveholding, They ought to 
have known, that the limited temporal permiflion 
which had been granted to the liraelites to hold 
Slavesy was abfolutcly annulled by a fubfequent 
command of God, " to let the opprefffd go free^ 
** and to break every yoke^* (Ifaiah c. Iviii. v. 5 and 

♦ ** Turpis eft pars quae non convcnit cum fuo toto," an^ 
" nihil in lege intolerabilius elt eandem rem diverfo jure ccn- 
^< feri." (OrouQd& & Rudim. of X«aw and £^. No. 307,) 
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6)« Tfaeie is no exception to thk coounand, 
vriiich proves that a total Abolitiou of Slavery was 
at chat time, the declared ffTil $f God: which if 
fiill more clearly demonftrated by a future demus** 
cialion againft the przSdce of Slaveholders, by the 
prophet Jeretniah, juft before the Ifraelites tfaem^ 
lislves were to be carried into Slavery for their op^ 
fr^JJims and negied of God's laws* 

^^ ff^oe be to him tiat ufeth his neighbour's fer^fi^t 
^ WITHOUT WAGES, and gheih him not for his 
^ work.** Thefe are mor^l laws of etrmalobliga^ 
tionj (though recorded in the Old Teftament) be** 
caufe the reajonj jujiice^ and mercy of them are ftill 
obvious ; for ^^ ratio legis eji tmima Ugis^** and there- 
fene furely woe is moft alartnindy due to all govern^ 
mentSy or pretended legal eftablifliinents, whidi 
isin&ion fuch notorious in^uftice and oppreffionl 
Should a total difregard of the two nrft foun- 
dations of the Engijb Law and Con/litution pre*- 
vail, we fliall have nr)t only to dread the itt» 
famy incurred, according to the maxim, ^^ Z^- 
** gem Terra amiUmtes^* &€• but alfo to look 
€br (Bvine retribution from him who has promiied 
to ^ deflroy the deftroyers of ike earthy and to lead 
** inio captivity fthofc that led into captivity V\ And 
jndeed after the moft careful inveftigation of all the 
prophetical marks of the antichriftian beaft, and 
its image, compared with preceding times, ac- 
cording to the beft Chronological Hiltories, I am 
convinced that the accomplifliment and end of the 
tyranny (not by human means^ but ^^ without han£*) 
muft be nearly approaching! The divine ven- 
geance feems ready to be poured upon us ! 

Let 
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Let not die inhabitants of Maryland and Caro- 
lina conceive, that becaufe their territories are not 
included within the bounds of the four great mo- 
narchies, the theatre of the prophetical examples 
of Divine vengeance^ that they fhall be tefs liable to 
the awful efFe£ls of it ! For be aiTured that when 
the ten kingdoms of Beftial Roman Government 
are deftroyed, the will of Godj as exprefled in the 
two foundations of Englifh law, natural and r/- 
vealed religion^ (God*s two witnefles) will cer- 
tainly be eiiablifhed ** on earth as it is in heaven^* 
according to the univerfal prayer of the Chriftian 
church. — ^Nay, it will be eftabli(hed ^' under the 
« whole heaven^** (Daniel vii. 27.) fo that the 
only efFedual means of avoiding this univerlal 
deftru6tion of beftial illegality^ is to acknowledge, 
reverence, and eftablifh, the two firft foundations if 
Englijh Law above all other authorities ; for that 
muft be the univerfal tSeSt of the kingdom of Chrift 
^n earth. 

If the Legiflators and Lawyers of Maryland and 
the Carolinas, (hall be able to fuggeft any thing 
like an argument in oppofition to the high legal au- 
thorities which I have cited, they muft have more 
fuhtile heads and worfe hearts than I am willing to 
attribute to any one, who is not obvioufly actuated 
by the grand fpiritual enemy of man ! 



GRANVILLE SHARP. 
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